
WELCOME
4HN and 4HR

You must read How To Read 
Literature Like a Professor

Click on the 
Newspapers 
for memoir 
ideas

Click on 
your 
teachers for 
a welcome 
message.

https://flatbush.zoom.us/rec/share/wJxHLLrK0WpIUpXt9lP8BbB-A6rDeaa813UY-KVbxJIi1lPWSoCXP1bqIOR7vM0?startTime=1590602645000
https://flatbush.zoom.us/rec/share/-spfD-nV0E1OBdbsq3uDB_N5N4_feaa8g3RPqacKmkjUIyvBfo5Pwepb2ajeVx2D?startTime=1591010487000
https://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2019/06/26/books/best-memoirs.html
https://www.barnesandnoble.com/w/how-to-read-literature-like-a-professor-thomas-c-foster/1100615825?ean=9780062301673


Dear Class of 2021 (Honors):

We are pleased to welcome you to Senior Honors English. It is a course designed to solidify the skills you have gained in reading 
works of fiction and non-fiction. The goal is to foster independence and critical thinking when you read - whatever you read. 
The printed word is powerful. All too often, people believe what they read simply because it appeared in print in the newspaper 
or online. This course is meant to teach you to be thoughtful, weigh the evidence, analyze the text, and then come to your own 
conclusion. Throughout the year, your teachers will be encouraging you to read frequently and widely and reflect upon your 
reading.

We know summer is a time for you to relax, recharge, and enjoy your hard-earned vacation, but we also want you to use your 
time productively. 

I. Read a memoir: You can choose any memoir from The New York Times bestseller list. (We’ll be using this book at the 
beginning of the school year.)
Some suggestions:

A. Educated, Tara Westover 
B. The Glass Castle, Jeannette Walls  
C. Brain on Fire, Susannah Cahalan 
D. Hillbilly Elegy, J. D. Vance  
E. Into Thin Air, Jon Krakauer 
F. When Breath Becomes Air, Paul Kalanithi
G. Garlic and Sapphires, Ruth Reichl 

https://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2019/06/26/books/best-memoirs.html


II. Read selected chapters from How to Read Literature Like  a Professor by Thomas C. Foster.  (Amazon link)

A. Introduction: “How’d He Do That?”
B. Chapter 1: “Every Trip is a Quest”
C. Chapter 2: “Nice to Eat with You”
D. Chapter 4: “Now, Where Have I Seen Her Before?”

● Optional: Chapters 5-8 expand on the ideas presented in Chapter 4. 
E. Chapter 9: “It’s More Than Just Rain or Snow”

● Optional: Chapters 19 and 20 expand on the ideas presented in Chapter 9. 
F. Chapter 10: “Never Stand Next to the Hero”
G. Chapter 15: “Flights of Fancy”
H. Chapter 18: “If She Comes Up, It’s Baptism”
I. Chapter 21: “Marked for Greatness”

● Optional: Chapters 22 and 23 expand on the ideas presented in chapter 21. 
J. Chapter  25: “It’s My Symbol and I’ll Cry If I Want To”

● Optional: Chapter 12: “Is That a Symbol?”

https://www.amazon.com/How-Read-Literature-Like-Professor/dp/0062301675


III. Complete an assignment to show your understanding of the strategies introduced in How to Read Literature Like  a Professor.

A. Choose five of the strategies you learned and for each one:
1. Choose a text. You can use a different text for each one, or the same one multiple times. Text types include:

a) A book
b) A poem 
c) A song 
d) A movie 
e) A television show / episode

2. Choose a medium. We think it will be easiest to use one medium for all responses, but you can mix and match if you’d 
like. 

a) Flipgrid
b) Written response (to be uploaded to GC on the first day of school)

3. Explain how the strategy brought you to a deeper or new understanding of the text. (See examples.)

https://flipgrid.com/6e7c8a75

